We read with great interest the study by Teh et al 1 regarding the evaluation of the effect of paediatric placements on self-perceived confidence. The subgroup analyses regarding modifiable and unmodifiable factors were fascinating. We appreciate their efforts in conducting this study; however, there are several confounding factors that were not addressed which may impact the study's validity and need addressing.
in reality, attendance may have been more varied. Additionally, paediatric conditions are commonly recognised to follow seasonal variations, and the approximatelyfive-month duration of this study may have influenced the amount and variation of cases a student was exposed to. This study may benefit from encompassing these factors under its modifiable and un-modifiable factors analysis. Such an exploration may consequently inform more actionable strategies medical students might implement to improve their confidence or urge changes in national or local medical curricula such as earlier exposure to paediatrics during medical school. 
